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CHA NEWS 

¶ Resource Digest will 

publish again on 

March 14, 2008. 

¶ CHA Learning is 

hosting a Day of 

Learning on Friday, 

April 11, 2008, for 

Ottawa area health 

care professionals. The 

morning session will 

focus on Integrating 

Emergency 

Management into 

Health Sector 

Cultures, and the 

afternoon session will 

examine Marketing 

Strategies for the Long 

Term Care Sector. For 

more information and 

registration details, 

please contact 

education@cha.ca. 

¶ The 2008-2009 CHA 

Learning Calendar is 

now available. It 

describes the distance 

education programs 

offered by CHA 

Learning to healthcare 

professionals across 

Canada. Copies are 

available from 

education@cha.ca.  

National Healthcare Leadership 

Conference ɀ June 2-3, 2008, 

Saskatoon, SK 

Registration is now open  for the National 

Healthcare Leadership Conference. To 

register, visit: 

http://www.h ealthcareleadershipconferen

ce.ca/default1.asp. Early bird rates are in 

effect until April 18, 2008. The conference 

preview will be available in March. 

CHA IN THE NEWS 

February 12: House of Commons 

Standing Committee on Industry, 

Science and Technology (INDU) 

The CanadiÁÎ (ÅÁÌÔÈÃÁÒÅ !ÓÓÏÃÉÁÔÉÏÎȭÓ 

President and Chief Executive Officer, 

Pamela Fralick, and Denise Desautels, 

Director of Policy and Communications, 

appeared as witnesses to the Review of 

#ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ 3ÅÒÖÉÃÅ 3ÅÃÔÏÒ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ 

INDU Standing Committee on February 12, 

2008. Also present were the Canadian 

Association of University Teachers, 

Canadian Chiropractic Association, 

Canadian Dental Association, and Réseau 

des ingénieurs du Québec.   

 

#(!ȭÓ ÂÒÉÅÆȟ Complex, Innovative and 

Productive: A SnapshÏÔ ÏÆ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ (ÅÁÌÔÈ 

Services Sector, provided important 

information on the health system. In 2006, 

just over one million, or one in ten 

employed Canadians, worked in the health 

system. One of the major employment 

industries in Canada, health care as a 

service industry, as well as pharmaceutical 

and medicine manufacturing and medical 

equipment and supplies manufacturing, 

contributes slightly less than 6% of 

#ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ ÇÒÏÓÓ ÄÏÍÅÓÔÉÃ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔ ɉ'$0ɊȢ 

Pamela Fralick noted that over 85 spinoff 

health and medical companies employed 

more than 2,000 Canadians and generated 

close to $1.5 billion in investment capital 

between 1999 and 2006. Ȱ)ÔȭÓ Á ÃÌÅÁÒ 

contribution to CanadaȭÓ ÅÃÏÎÏÍÙȢ We are 

trying to convert people to seeing health 

not only as a cost but as an investment,ȱ 

Ms. Fralick told the Committee. 

 

Ms. Fralick concluded that it is vital to 

recruit, retain and maintain the full scope 

ÏÆ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ×ÏÒËÆÏÒÃÅ ÉÎ ÏÒÄÅÒ ÔÏ 

ÁÓÓÕÒÅ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÃÏÍÐÅÔÉÔÉÖÅ ÐÏÓÉÔÉÏÎ 

in the world, but that CHA does not 

support the aggressive recruitment of 

health professionals from lesser developed 

countries, most of which are also facing 

severe health provider shortages. 

For a complete transcript of the meeting, 
visit  
http://cmte.parl.gc.ca/cmte/CommitteePu
blication.aspx?SourceId=227303&Lang=1
&PARLSES=392&JNT=0&COM=13191  
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Conferences and 

Applications  

 

¶ The Canadian Institute of 
Health Research and the 
Canadian Network for 
Care in the Community 
will be holding a 
knowledge-exchange 
symposium on March 18, 
2008 at Ryerson 
University in Toronto.  
For more information, 
contact Kanecy Onate at 
kanecy.onate@utoronto.
ca.  

¶ For all physician leaders 
interested in networking, 
education and health 
system leadership, the 
Canadian Society of 
Physician Executives is 
hosting a conference 
April 24-26, 2008, at the 
Westin Ottawa. Contact 
carol.rochefort@cma.ca 
for more information. 

¶ Canada Health LƴŦƻǿŀȅΩǎ 

Standards Collaborative 

Spring 2008 Partnership 

Conference will be held 

April 7-9, 2008, in 

Toronto. Contact 

standards@infoway-

inforoute.ca for more 

information. 

Contact us: 
Canadian Healthcare 
Association 
17 York Street 
Ottawa, ON K1N 9J6 
613.241.8005 
www.cha.ca 
 
Teresa Neuman 
Communication Specialist ς
tneuman@cha.ca  

Resource DigestΣ /I!Ωǎ 
bilingual newsletter, 
synthesizes resources and 
news of interest from 
across the health system. 
Resource Digest is 
published bimonthly from 
September to June and 
once per month in July and 
August. Submissions 
required on Monday prior 
to publication. 

PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL 
HIGHLIGHTS 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

Resources for People Affected by 

Mental Illness  

A recent report by the Vancouver Polic e 

Department  shows that almost one third 

of all calls received concern at least one 

person suffering from a mental illness.  

The British Columbia government has 

recognized that the de-institutionalization 

of the 1980s was not matched by adequate 

community mental health resources, 

leaving the needs of people living with 

mental illnesses unaddressed. Treatment 

space in existing facilities will be found by 

this summer, and a new community court 

set up to deal with mental-health related 

infractions will ensure offenders get the 

care they need. (Source:  Health Edition, Volume 

12, Issue 5.) 

ALBERTA 

New Medical Centre in Peace River  

The Alberta government will be 

contributing $2.5 million  toward a new 

medical and residential centre to be 

located adjacent to the Peace River 

Hospital. The centre will have a medical 

clinic, a pharmacy, and offices to be used 

by mental health practitioners. (Source: 

Alberta Government news release, February 1, 2008.) 

SASKATCHEWAN 

Recrui ting Health Students at Career 

Fair  

Saskatchewan Health Minister  Don 

McMorris  personally greeted future health 

care workers at the Saskatchewan Institute 

of Applied Science and Technology career 

fair in Regina, and directed them to the 

ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȭÓ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÃÁre recruitment agency.  

HealthCareersinSask.ca connects health 

professionals with career opportunities in 

regional health authorities and the 

Saskatchewan Cancer Agency. This 

recruitment agency is one of a number of 

programs aimed at recruiting health 

providers for the province of 

Saskatchewan.  (Source: Saskatchewan 

Government news release, February 7, 2008.) 

MANITOBA 

$6.5 million for Replacement Diagnostic 

Equipment  

The Manitoba government is investing 

more than $6.5 million  to purchase and 

install an MRI, ultrasound machine, two CT 

scanners, and other equipment at health 

facilities around the province. Milton 

Sussman, chief operating officer of the 

Winnipeg Regional Health Authority 

(WRHA), said the investment replaces 

aging equipment with the most up-to-date 

technology available. The Manitoba 

government has invested more than $60 

million in diagnostic equipment since 

1999. (Source: Canadian Health Reference Guide, 

February 6, 2008.) 

ONTARIO 

Barrie Implements Electronic  Health 

Records 

The Barrie  and Community Family 

Health Team  has selected the Calgary-

based company CLINICARE to implement 
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New Release 

/I!Ωǎ Guide to Canadian 

Healthcare Facilities 2007-

2008, Vol. 15 

For over 55 years, 
CHA's Guide to Canadian 
Healthcare Facilities has 
connected you with the 
decision makers inside 
/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

¶ /I!Ωǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ 

Healthcare Facilities 

2007-2008, Volume 15 -

Contact key personnel 

using this essential 

resource which contains 

information on more 

than 900 hospitals, 2,800 

nursing homes and long-

term care facilities  ς

including addresses, 

annual admissions, 

operating budgets and 

bed types.   

¶ /I!Ωǎ Abridged Guide on 
CD-ROM, Read-Only 
Version 2007-2008, 
Volume 15 - Search 
facility information 
quickly and efficiently 
using this version of the 
Guide. Filter information 
by province, facility type 
and teaching status with 
the click of a button. 

¶ /I!Ωǎ Abridged Guide on 

CD-ROM, Complete 

Version 2007-2008, 

Volume 15 - Use this 

convenient electronic 

database to print 

customized reports, 

create mailing labels, 

generate marketing leads 

and export data into 

Excel and other formats.  

¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ /I!Ωǎ 

Guide to Canadian 

Healthcare Facilities and its 

products, please visit 

www.cha.ca or contact 

guide@cha.ca. 

their Electronic Medical Records and 

Practice Management Applications (PMA) 

solution. This will affect 60 physicians and 

additional healthcare providers at 35 

different locations within the Barrie area.  

Each practice will continue to process their 

own billing, but will now share 

information such as medication and lab 

data as well as Electronic Medical Records.  

(Source: Longwoods, February 11, 2008.) 

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 

Operation Tooth  

Thirty -eight children in Labrador 

waiting for dental surgery  received 

timely treatment thanks to a surgical team 

ÌÅÄ ÂÙ $ÒȢ 'ÅÏÆÆ 3ÍÉÔÈȢ ȰOperation Toothȱ 

saw the team travel to the Labrador Health 

Centre in Happy Valley-Goose Bay to carry 

out 38 surgeries over a four-day period.  

This effort enabled children to receive 

surgery in, or close to, their home 

communities. The project resulted in the 

treatment of 95 per cent of children in 

Labrador that were on a waitlist from 

January 2008. (Source: Canadian Health Reference 

Guide, February 15, 2008.) 

NOVA SCOTIA 

Electronic Health Records for Nova 

Scotians 

.ÏÖÁ 3ÃÏÔÉÁȭÓ (ÅÁÌÔÈ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȟ #ÈÒÉÓ 

Äȭ%ÎÔÒÅÍÏÎÔ, announced contracts for 

ÍÁÊÏÒ ÃÏÍÐÏÎÅÎÔÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȭÓ 

electronic health record system. SHARE 

(Secure Health Access Record) will enable 

doctors and other health-care providers to 

ÁÃÃÅÓÓ Á ÐÁÔÉÅÎÔȭÓ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÁÎÙ 

province of Canada. A client and provider 

registry will also be created to link medical 

records from multiple systems. The first 

phase of this project, funded by the Nova 

Scotia Government and Canada Health 

Infoway, will be completed by 2010.  

(Source: Nova Scotia Government news release, 

February 13, 2008.) 

YUKON 

New Medical Officer of Health  

Whitehorse physician, Dr. Brend an 

Hanleyȟ ÈÁÓ ÂÅÅÎ ÎÁÍÅÄ 9ÕËÏÎȭÓ ÎÅ× 

Medical Officer of Health (MOH). Dr. 

Hanley comes from his previous role as 

emergency physician at the Whitehorse 

General Hospital and has extensive 

experience internationally, including 

working with Doctors Without Borders. 

(Source: Yukon Government news release, February 

1, 2008.) 
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