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CHA NEWS 

¶ Resource Digest has 

resumed its regular 

schedule and will 

publish again on 

February 1, 2008. 

¶ CHA Learning is 

hosting a Day of 

Learning on Friday, 

April 11, 2008, for 

Ottawa area health 

care professionals. The 

morning session will 

focus on Integrating 

Emergency 

Management into 

Health Sector 

Cultures, and the 

afternoon session will 

examine Marketing 

Strategies for the Long 

Term Care Sector. For 

more information and 

registration details, 

please contact 

education@cha.ca. 

¶ The 2008-2009 CHA 

Learning Calendar is 

now available. It 

describes the distance 

education programs 

offered by CHA 

Learning to healthcare 

professionals across 

Canada. Copies are 

available from 

education@cha.ca.  

CHA IN THE NEWS 

January 15, Medical Post web exclusive  

#(! ÁÎÄ !#!(/ȭÓ November 2007 joint 

press release asking the federal 

government to eliminate inequities in the 

health system by affording all publicly-

funded not-for-profit health services the 

same 100% GST rebate now provided to 

municipalities continues to be picked up 

by the national media.  

Reporter Matt Borsellino covered the 

health services GST rebate request in the 

January 15, 2008, web exclusive edition of 

the Medical Post. 

The article, Ȱ.ÁÔÉÏÎȭs hospitals call for full 

GST exemption,ȱ highlighted #(!ȭÓ ÁÎÄ 

!#!(/ȭÓ request to the federal 

government for a health system-wide 

100% GST rebate. The request was 

supported by polling showing 84% public 

support. In, Ȱ5ÎÆÁÉÒ ÁÐÐÌÉÃÁÔÉÏÎ ÏÆ '34 ÏÎ 

doctors mÕÓÔ ÅÎÄȟȱ Canadian Medical 

Association president Dr. Brian Day ɀ 

asked to comment by the Medical Post on 

the CHA/ACAHO press releases ɀ points 

out that the current GST collection system 

ÁÌÓÏ ÐÏÓÅÓ ÉÎÅÑÕÉÔÉÅÓ ÆÏÒ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ 

physicians as they cannot claim any input 

tax credits despite paying GST on rent, 

purchases of equipment, and utilities. 

Medical Post subscribers can view the 

articles at http://www.mdpassport.com/ . 

December 21 ɀ Catholic Health 

Association of Canada letter of support 

for 100% GST rebate for health services  

The Catholic Health Association of Canada 

(CHAC) has written a letter to Finance 

Minister Jim Flaherty supporting the 

CHA/ACAHO recommendations on the 

100% GST rebate for the health service 

sector.  

#(!#ȭÓ December 11 letter reminds the 

minister that current GST rebate practices 

do not promote equity, support the 

sustainability, or enhance the common 

good of the medicare system.  

December 21  ɀ CHA meets with Tax 

Policy Branch  on GST 

Sharon Sholzberg-Gray, CHA President and 

CEO, along with representatives of the 

Association of Canadian Academic 

Healthcare Organizations met with Louise 

Levonian, General Director, Tax Policy 

Branch and her staff on December 21, 

2007, to discuss changes in the GST 

legislation in order to obtain a 100% GST 

rebate for all publicly funded, not-for-

profit health facilities and services. Ms 

Sholzberg-Gray indicated that the tax 

regime, as it now exists, creates problems, 

especially for integrated organizations.  

She also indicated that the reasoning 

behind the 83% figure identified in the 

2005 legislation was to would keep the 

hospital system at the same financial 

status as before the introduction of the 

GST. However the interpretation of the 

legislation has been restrictive and has 

produced inequities in the system. The 

Finance Department staffs were receptive 

to the arguments and indicated that they 

would be developing a brief for the 

-ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅȢ A letter was also sent to 

the Minister of Finance requesting a 

meeting to discuss the GST.  Subsequent to 

the December 21st meeting, CHA received 

Á ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ -ÉÎÉÓÔÅÒȭÓ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ 
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Call for 

Applications and 

Nominations  

¶ hI!Ωǎ нллу 

HealthAchieve 

Conference, will be 

held November 3-5 at 

the Metro Toronto 

Convention Centre. 

Check 

www.ohahealthachiev

e.com in March for 

the 2008 Call for 

Papers. 

¶ Visit www.cchse.org 

for information on this 

ȅŜŀǊΩǎ Executive 

Forum, April 9-11, 

нллуΣ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ [ŀƴŘƛƴƎ 

Inn, Niagara-on-the-

Lake, Ontario. 

Executive Forum is an 

annual opportunity for 

delegates to hear from 

leading experts and 

policy makers, and 

influence the future 

ŘƛǊŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ƻŦ /ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ 

health care system. 

Contact us: 
Canadian Healthcare 
Association 
17 York Street 
Ottawa, ON K1N 9J6 
613.241.8005 
www.cha.ca 
 
Teresa Neuman 
Communication Specialist ς
tneuman@cha.ca  

Resource DigestΣ /I!Ωǎ 

bilingual newsletter, 

synthesizes resources and 

news of interest from 

across the health system. 

Resource Digest is 

published bimonthly from 

September to June and 

once per month in July and 

August.  Submissions 

required on Monday prior 

to publication. 

indicating that the schedule of the Minister 

did not permit a meeting at this time. 

December 18  ɀ G4 meeting with Morris 

Rosenberg 

Sharon Sholzberg-Gray, CHA President and 

CEO, along with senior representatives of 

the Canadian Medical Association, 

Canadian Nurses Association, Canadian 

Pharmacists Association and the Health 

Action Lobby met with Mr. Morris 

Rosenberg, Deputy Minister, Health 

Canada and his senior staff. This meeting 

was a continuation of candid, off the 

record meetings held periodically with the 

DM and his staff. Issues discussed at the 

meeting included Healthy Environment 

and the implications for Health Canada, 

federal discussions around limiting federal 

spending power, health human resources 

and the continuum of care including 

catastrophic drug coverage (National 

Pharmaceutical Strategy), long term and 

home care.   

PROVINCIAL/TERRITORIAL 

HIGHLIGHTS 

BRITISH COLUMBIA 

British Columbia ȭÓ Information and 

Privacy Commissioner  David Loukidelis 

is investigating the loss of four magnetic 

data tapes containing the health 

information  of 130 British Columbians. 

The Victoria Times Colonist reports the 

unencrypted tapes were sent to the B.C. 

Health Ministry from its New Brunswick 

counterpart via courier in October. The 

tapes never arrived at the health ministry.  

The tapes were shipped as part of a billing 

arrangement between the two provinces. 

The tapes contained the records of 130 

British Columbians who had received 

medical services in New Brunswick as well 

as data of 480 New Brunswick residents 

who had been treated in B.C. 

The information on the tapes includes 

names, medical service plan numbers, 

birthdates, and possibly some description 

of the services rendered and costs.  

Loukidelis recommended that all data that 

is transported should be encrypted as set 

out in legislation to prevent unauthorized 

access to the data. He has received 

assurances from the B.C. government that 

it will only ship encrypted data from now 

on. (Source: Canadian Healthcare Technology, 

January 9, 2008.) 

ALBERTA 

Alberta is investing $87.5 million in 

health facility upgrades and maintenance, 

part of a $350 million capital 

announcement last August. The 

ÇÏÖÅÒÎÍÅÎÔȭÓ ÌÁÔÅÓÔ ÁÎÎÕal report notes 

the proportioÎ ÏÆ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÉÅÓ ÉÎ ȰÆÁÉÒȱ 

condition has increased from 11 per cent 

in 2003-04 to 28 per cent in 2006-07. 
(Source: Health Edition, Vol. 11, No. 49.) 

ONTARIO 

The Thunder Bay Regional Research 

Institute  has been launched as part of the 

Thunder Bay Regional Health Sciences 

Centre (TBRHSC). The Institute will 

develop research projects as a joint 

venture partner of TBRHSC. Further, the 

Institute will collaborate with other 

research institutes, private industry 

partners, and academic institutions such as 

Lakehead University, the Northern Ontario 

School of Medicine and Confederation 

College on projects such as the Molecular 

Medicine Research Centre, winner of 

#ÁÎÃÅÒ #ÁÒÅ /ÎÔÁÒÉÏȭÓ )ÎÎÏÖÁÔÉÏÎ !×ÁÒÄ. 
(Source: Canadian Healthcare Technology, January 9, 

2008.) 

On January 10, the Honourable Tony 

Clement, Minister of Health , announced a 
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New Release 

/I!Ωǎ Guide to Canadian 

Healthcare Facilities 2007-

2008, Vol. 15 

For over 55 years, 
CHA's Guide to Canadian 
Healthcare Facilities has 
connected you with the 
decision makers inside 
/ŀƴŀŘŀΩǎ ƘŜŀƭǘƘŎŀǊŜ ŦŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎΦ 

¶ /I!Ωǎ DǳƛŘŜ ǘƻ /ŀƴŀŘƛŀƴ 

Healthcare Facilities 

2007-2008, Volume 15 -

Contact key personnel 

using this essential 

resource which contains 

information on more 

than 900 hospitals, 2,800 

nursing homes and long-

term care facilities  ς

including addresses, 

annual admissions, 

operating budgets and 

bed types.   

¶ /I!Ωǎ Abridged Guide on 
CD-ROM, Read-Only 
Version 2007-2008, 
Volume 15 - Search 
facility information 
quickly and efficiently 
using this version of the 
Guide. Filter information 
by province, facility type 
and teaching status with 
the click of a button.   

¶ /I!Ωǎ Abridged Guide on 

CD-ROM, Complete 

Version 2007-2008, 

Volume 15 - Use this 

convenient electronic 

database to print 

customized reports, 

create mailing labels, 

generate marketing leads 

and export data into 

Excel and other formats.  

¢ƻ ƭŜŀǊƴ ƳƻǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ /I!Ωǎ 

Guide to Canadian 

Healthcare Facilities and its 

products, please visit 

www.cha.ca or contact 

guide@cha.ca. 

$3.7 million investment aimed at ensuring 

public health services can be more 

efficiently and effectively delivered in First 

Nations communities across Ontario. 

The Ontario First Nations Public Health 

Initiative will provide First Nations a role 

in the design and delivery of public health 

services. The three-year agreement 

supported by the Government of Canada, 

the province of Ontario, and the Chiefs of 

Ontario, will ensure better integration and 

coordination between public and on-

reserve health information systems, the 

establishment of a new information system 

for sharing on-reserve patient information 

with provincial public health units, and the 

ability for health professionals to share 

information about communicable diseases 

with First Nation communities.  

The agreement also provides for extensive 

consultations with the more than 130 First 

Nation communities in Ontario. (Source: 

Government of Canada news release, January 10, 

2008.) 

QUEBEC 

Quebec Superior Court has overturned  

Bill 30  passed by the Quebec government 

in 2003 to consolidate bargaining units. 

4ÈÅ #ÏÕÒÔ ÓÁÉÄ ÔÈÅ "ÉÌÌ ÖÉÏÌÁÔÅÄ ×ÏÒËÅÒÓȭ 

rights of association. The government has 

30 days to appeal, but Health and Social 

Services Minister Philippe Couillard says 

that the government will not force 

employers to return to the old system. 
(Source: Health Edition, Volume 11, No. 49.) 

According to  a December Statistics 

Canada report , outside Quebec, only one 

third of French-speaking adults typically 

use French with their regular doctor. This 

compares to 72 per cent of English-

speaking adults using English in Quebec. 

The lack of professionals who speak their 

language is the principle reason given why 

patients have to switch. (Source: Health Edition, 

Vol. 11, No. 49.) 

NEW BRUNSWICK 

In December, Private ambulance 

operators  reached a deal with the 

government enabling the introduction of 

ÔÈÁÔ ÐÒÏÖÉÎÃÅȭÓ ÎÅ× ÁÍÂÕÌÁÎÃÅ ÓÙÓÔÅÍȢ 

The provincial government agreed to cover 

liability insurance premiums which had 

been delaying negotiations. (Source: Health 

Edition, Volume 11, Number 49.) 

In a recent budget, .Å× "ÒÕÎÓ×ÉÃËȭÓ 

Department of Health announced  

$57.48 million capital spending for 2008-

2009, including major new construction 

projects in Campbellton and Moncton. 

Projects announced as part of the budget 

include $8 million for the coming fiscal 

year for the construction of a new 

Emergency Department at Saint John 

Regional Hospital to be completed over 

three years, $2 million to begin 

renovations at four facilities related to the 

medical education program for 

Anglophone students, relocation of the 

central sterilization department at the 

Chaleur Regional Hospital in Bathurst, and 

$700,000 to complete renovations at the 

Campbellton Regional Hospital for a new 

oncology clinic. 

The budget also includes $13.2 million to 

purchase medical and diagnostic 

equipment valued at more than $5,000 for 

hospitals, and $4.4 million for various 

capital improvement projects valued over 

$100,000. (Source: Canadian Healthcare 

Technology, January 10, 2008.) 

NEWFOUNDLAND AND LABRADOR 

Newfoundland and  Labrador  has 

achieved having more than 95 per cent of 

diagnostic images available digitally 

throughout the province to authorized 

healthcare providers. The $23 million 

Picture Archiving and Communications 

System is cost-shared by the provincial 

government and Canada Health Infoway 
(Source: Health Edition, Volume 11, Number 49.) 
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News from Federal/Provincial/Territorial and other organizations     

               

 

Health Affairs  study - Measuring the Health of 

Nations: Updating an Earl ier Analysis  

Researchers at the London School of Hygiene and 

Tropical Medicine determined that Canada ranked 

sixth among industrialized countries on a measure of 

preventable deaths. 

The Health Affairs study, Measuring the Health of 

Nations: Updating an Earlier Analysis, compared 

ÉÎÔÅÒÎÁÔÉÏÎÁÌ ÒÁÔÅÓ ÏÆ ȰÁÍÅÎÁÂÌÅ ÍÏÒÔÁÌÉÔÙȱ ÏÒ ÄÅÁÔÈÓ 

from certain causes such as heart disease, stroke and 

diabetes before age 75, which are considered 

potentially preventable with timely and effective 

health care.  

The British researchers found that Canada improved 

between the two study periods, 1997-1998 and 2002-

2003, but improvements were barely shown in the 

U.S., taking it from 15th place to last of 19 nations. 

The researchers ÎÏÔÅÄ ÔÈÁÔ Ȱ#ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ ÈÅÁÌÔÈ ÃÁÒÅ 

system offers exceÌÌÅÎÔ ÖÁÌÕÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÍÏÎÅÙȢȱ In the 

ÆÉÒÓÔ ÓÔÕÄÙ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȟ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭs amenable death rate was 

the seventh lowest after France, Japan, Spain, 

Australia, Sweden and Italy. However, by the second 

ÓÔÕÄÙ ÐÅÒÉÏÄȟ #ÁÎÁÄÁȭÓ ÁÍÅnable death rate had 

dropped, putting Canada sixth after France, Japan, 

Australia, Spain and Italy.  

The researchers expect that gains in the amenable 

death rate in industrialized nations will continue, but 

expect slow downs with gains coming in areas such as 

quality of life, especially for older people. 

The full survey findings are available at 

http://content.healthaffairs.org/cgi/content/abstract

/27/1/58 . (Source:  Ottawa Citizen A1, January 8, 2008.) 

CIHI study: 2006 -2007 Inpatient Hospitalizations 

and Emergency Department Visits  

According to the Canadian Institute for Health 

Information (CIHI), there were approximately 2.8 

million admissions to Canadian acute care hospitals in 

2006-2007. While this represents a 2.3 per cent 

decrease from the year before, it is a 15 per cent 

decrease since 1995-1996. Inpatient hospitalizations 

continued to decrease after adjustment was made for 

gender, aging and population growth. Compared to 11 

out of 100 Canadians in 1995-1996, 8 in 100 

Canadians were hospitalized in 2007-2007, 

representing a 28 per cent decrease. Further, the 

average length of stay in hospitals was 7.3 days. That 

figure has remained relatively stable over the last 12 

years, during which time the average was 7.2 days. 

The data also shows that for all emergency 

departments participating in the study from Ontario, 

Prince Edward Island, Nova Scotia, British Columbia 

and the Yukon Territory, children under five year 

accounted for the largest proportion of emergency 

department with over 484,000 visits. 

4ÈÅ ÄÁÔÁ ÉÓ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÏÎ #)()ȭÓ ×ÅÂÓÉÔÅ ÁÔ 

http://secure.cihi.ca/cihiweb/dispPage.jsp?cw_page=

media_11dec2007_e. (Source: CIHI press release, December 

11, 2007.) 
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